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February 9th, 2020 

God’s Covenant with Noah 
Genesis 8:20-9:17 - NASB 

 
BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Feb 2 Leviticus 5-7  Feb 6 Leviticus 16-18 
Feb 3 Leviticus 8-10  Feb 7 Leviticus 19-21  
Feb 4 Leviticus 11-13  Feb 8 Leviticus 22-23 
Feb 5 Leviticus 14-15  Feb 9 Leviticus 24-25 
  
Lesson Idea:  Because of His own faithfulness and mercy, 
God establishes a covenant for the protection of mankind 
and the earth. 
 
Cross References:  Psalm 51:5; Isaiah 53:6; Jeremiah 17:9; 
Romans 1:18-21; 3:23; Ephesians 2:1-3; Lamentations 3:21-23 

 

Foundational Truths: 

• God is merciful to His creation. 

• Man is totally depraved (all born with a sinful nature 
that is inclined to evil). 

• God makes promises, and He keeps the promises He 
makes. 

• God is faithful. 
 
Background:  Last week’s lesson focused on God’s 
destruction of most of mankind because of its great 
wickedness. Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord and 
was rescued along with his three sons and their wives. The 
ark was designed by God and built by Noah to endure the 
flood and its aftermath which totaled about a year in 
length. Today’s lesson focuses on the covenant that God 
established with mankind through the line of Noah—a 
covenant that demonstrates God’s mercy. 
 
Genesis 8:20-22  God’s Promise to Himself 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every 
clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt 
offerings on the altar. 21 The LORD smelled the soothing 
aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, “I will never again 
curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy 
every living thing, as I have done. 
22   “While the earth remains,  
 Seedtime and harvest,  
 And cold and heat,  
 And summer and winter,  
 And day and night  
 Shall not cease.” 
 

Questions about the Text: 

• V 21. What is the purpose of an altar? 

• V 22. What does this verse say about man, and what 
does it say about God? 

• To whom did God make His promise? 

• V 23. What did God promise about the earth? 
Notes: 
     The first act that Noah did after the flood was to build an 
altar and offer a sacrifice in worship to the Lord who had 
rescued he and his family. The Lord was pleased with 
Noah’s sacrifice as a “soothing aroma.” God made a 
promise about the future but notice that it was not 
directed to Noah. The text says that “the Lord said to 
Himself,” which in the original language translates literally 
as “the Lord said to His heart” (v 21). God owed nothing to 
Noah or to the planet that He had created, but He took 
promises upon Himself to no longer curse the ground nor 
destroy every living creature again. This is out of His great 
goodness and mercy, because even with all other people 
destroyed and only righteous Noah and his family left, God 
still declared that “the intent of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth” (v 21). The depravity of man is a theme that runs 
throughout Genesis and the entire Bible.  (see Psalm 51:5; 
Isaiah 53:6; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 1:18-21; 3:23; 
Ephesians 2:1-3)  
     Although God made this promise to Himself, He is 
faithful to His word, so we can count on it to be true. God 
said He would no longer curse the ground on account of 
man, nor would He ever destroy every living thing in a 
worldwide, catastrophic event again. 
 
Genesis 9:1-6  God Values Life 
1  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 2 The fear of you and 
the terror of you will be on every beast of the earth and on 
every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the 
ground, and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are 
given. 3 Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for 
you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant. 4 Only you 
shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 Surely I 
will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it. 
And from every man, from every man’s brother I will require 
the life of man. 
6   Whoever sheds man’s blood,  
 By man his blood shall be shed,  
 For in the image of God  
 He made man. 
7   “As for you, be fruitful and multiply; Populate the 
earth abundantly and multiply in it.” 
 
Questions about the Text: 

• V 1-3. What was God’s command to Noah and his 
family, and how does this compare to God’s original 
intent for man in Genesis 1:26-31? 

• V 4. Why did God prohibit the eating of blood? 
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• V 5-6. What did God demand for the shedding of 
blood, and why?  

• V 7. Why does God repeat the command to be fruitful 
and multiply? 

Notes: 
God’s initial command to Noah was the same as the one He 
had given to Adam and Eve in Genesis 1:28: God blessed 
them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.”  After destroying the earth and 
mankind because of the great wickedness that had spread 
throughout it, God begins again through Noah and his 
family. G.J. Wenham in the New Bible Commentary on 
Genesis explains: 

God’s covenant with Noah 
Although the new era after the flood was in some ways 
like that after the original creation, there were 
differences too. Noah, like Adam, was blessed and told to 
‘Be fruitful’ (1), but now for the first time eating meat was 
allowed (3). Though Abel (4:2) and Jabal (4:20) raised 
flocks, only the green plants were assigned to Adam for 
food (1:30). But now Noah was allowed to eat meat, 
provided the blood was drained out first as a mark of 
respect for the God–given life contained in it. This ban on 
consuming blood is one of the most important food laws 
in the OT (cf. Lev. 3:17; Deut. 12:16-25; 1 Sam. 14:32-34). 
 Pre–flood history was characterized by violence 
(6:11): Abel’s murder went unavenged, whereas Lamech 
overreacted (4:23-24). Now a law of strict retribution was 
introduced: Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man 
shall his blood be shed (6). The idea that punishment 
must match the crime is fundamental in OT law (Ex. 
21:23-25) and modern notions of justice and fairness too. 
Though the death penalty for murder is a clear case of 
‘do–as–you–would–be–done–by’, v 6 gives a special 
reason for its appropriateness. Every human being is 
made in God’s image (i.e. represents God on earth), so to 
protect the unique status of human life the ultimate 
penalty must be exacted.  
 

Genesis 9:8-17   The Sign of God’s Covenant 
8   Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, 
saying, 9 “Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant 
with you, and with your descendants after you; 10 and with 
every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, 
and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out 
of the ark, even every beast of the earth. 11 I establish My 
covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off 
by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of 
the covenant which I am making between Me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, for all successive 

generations; 13 I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for 
a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 14 It shall 
come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow will be seen in the cloud, 15 and I will remember My 
covenant, which is between Me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in 
the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 And God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant which I have established 
between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
Questions about the Text: 

• V 8-11. To what covenant did God bind Himself, and 
how long did He say it would last? 

• V 9-17. What is the sign of the covenant God made? 

• V 15-16. If God is omniscient (all-knowing), why did He 
emphasize that He would “remember” the covenant 
when He saw the rainbow in the cloud? 

• V 17. What is the significance that God said that He 
established the covenant with “all flesh that is on the 
earth?” 

Notes: 
God bound Himself to never again destroy all living 
creatures in a catastrophic event like the flood. He 
established His covenant with Noah and to all the future 
generations of mankind that would come from his line. The 
rainbow would be the sign of God’s promise and should 
remind us always of how faithful and merciful God is. 
Wenham notes: 

It was God’s purpose that the world should be filled with 
human and animal life (7-9), for the covenant symbolized 
by the rainbow was made with every living creature. 
Genesis does not suggest rainbows first appeared after 
the flood, only that it became a ‘sign’, i.e. a pledge of 
God’s goodwill, then. 

Because God is all-knowing, He does not need anything to 
remind Him of His every word. We can be assured that 
every time we see a rainbow, that God also sees it and 
assures us that He will never forget nor break the promise 
He made. Lamentations 3:21-23 (NIV) says: Yet this I call to 
mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the LORD’s 
great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never 
fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 
Applications 
✓ Worship the Lord and thank Him for cherishing and 

protecting life and being faithful to His promises. 
✓ Thank God that salvation through Jesus Christ rescues 

us from the coming judgment of the world and its sin. 
✓ Value life as God-given and protect the sanctity of life. 

Lesson by Bro Stan 


